The Great Shang City
supported the roof. The old ones hadjbeen eighty-two feet high, but there were no more trees of this size in the country. They were eventually imported at considerable expense from Oregon. The framework of Chinese houses and temples is still painted today, especially on the outside, with lucky emblems, particularly peaches, the ancient symbol of longevity, books, old-style vases and even landscapes. Similar motifs are found also on vases. We have it on the authority of Confucius and other writers that this exterior decoration was practised at least as early as the Shang period. Little is known of interior decoration, but it was almost certainly of a similar kind. Wood-carving must have reached a high level of artistry before the Shang period. This art has been practised in China since time immemorial.
The principal occupation of the Shang people was agriculture, but they also hunted. We have information about this from bone-inscriptions which mention hunting "bags" of up to three hundred and fifty beasts. They hunted the tiger, panther, stag, gazelle, bear, hare, pheasant and even the elephant which seems still to have been extant in these parts. The hunting of the tiger and other wild animals seems to have been enjoyed as a dangerous sport. A poem from the Book of Odes describes one of these hunts:
" Chou has gone off to the hunt,
Standing in his four-horse chariot.
The reins are like streamers in his hands
And the horses bound on the left and the right like
dancers.
Chou is in the marshland. The fire blazes out everywhere at once And he with his bare arms seizes the tiger And presents it to the Duke. Oh, Chou, do not begin again! Take care no harm comes to thee!"
The Shang people fed on domestic animals, especially the pig. Pork was the most commonly eaten meat in the neolithic
183n the earth. The only important difference between the Shang house and the modern Chinese house is that now the centre row of pillars which went right up to the ridge has been done away with. The walls of a Chinese house, whether ancient or modern, do not support the roof. They are simply partitions between the pillars. Formerly they were made of rammed clay, now they are usually one thickness of brick.
